
 
 

Guidelines for Authors
Writing for Pediatric Nursing: This 

journal’s purpose is to reflect trends, 
policies, practice, and research in pedia-
tric nursing. Topics should be timely, 
controversial, and currently unavailable 
in the literature. A query letter is 
requested, including an abstract of the 
manuscript and the anticipated submis-
sion date. Un solicited manuscripts are 
welcome, provided that they are for the 
exclusive use of Pediatric Nursing and 
have not been previously published or 
accepted for publication, or are under 
consideration elsewhere. Authors are 
encouraged to use clear, concise, non -
discriminatory language. 

Manuscript Form: Manuscripts 
should be typewritten, double-spaced, 
on one side of 8-1/2 x 11 inch white 
paper; maximum length 20 pages 
(5,000 words). A cover page should 
include the manuscript title (no longer 
than 12 words); authors’ names, cre-
dentials, and primary affiliations; and the 
address, telephone numbers, and fax 
number of the primary author. This 
page should be followed by a substan-
tive abstract of no more than 250 words. 
Manuscript title should be repeated on 
the first page of the text. 

Figures/Tables: Tables and figures 
must include detailed legends. If the 
table or figure is taken from another 
source, include a full reference citation 
at the bottom of the page. Written per-
mission for both print and electronic use 
must be obtained from the original pub-
lisher prior to the manuscript’s submis-
sion. Photo graphs can be color or black 
and white, with a high resolution (at 
least 300 dpi). 

References: References, photo-
graphs, figures, tables, and all other 
details of style must conform with the 
Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Associa tion (APA, 7th ed., 
2020). All references in text should be 
cited by author and date, for example, 
(Doe & Brown, 2020). List all references 
in alphabetical order. Only use refer-
ences that are actually cited within the 
text. Authors are encouraged to provide 
the digital object identifier (DOI) 
number directly after all references 
when possible. Cut and paste the html 
link of the  DOI number.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Citing multiple authors: In-text cita-
tions with three or more authors should 
include the first author followed by et al., 
even in the first citation.  

Twenty authors or less: In the 
Reference section, list all 20 authors: 

Twenty-one or more authors: In the 
Reference section,  list the first 19 authors, 
then an ellipsis, then the last author: 

 
Author, A.A., Author, B.B., Author, C.C., 

Author, D.D., Author, E.E., Author, F.F., 
Author, G.G., Author, H.H., Author, I.I., 
Author, J.J., Author, K.K., Author, L.L., 
Author, M.M., Author, N.N., Author, O.O., 
Author, P.P., Author, Q.Q., Author, R.R., 
Author, S.S.,    … Author, Z.Z. (2020). Title 
of article. Journal Name, 10(2), 101-110.  

  
Manuscripts must NOT contain ref-

erence software codes, and the use of 
reference software is highly discouraged. 

Review Process: Receipt of manu-
script is acknowledged by the editorial 
coordinator. Pediatric Nursing is a refer-
eed journal; therefore, each manuscript 
is reviewed by members of the Manu -
script Review Panel as well as the editors. 
Because manuscripts are reviewed blind 
(authors anonymous), names of authors 
should appear only on the cover page. 
Decisions regarding acceptance for pub-
lication are based on the recommenda-
tions of the referees.

Editing: Pediatric Nursing re serves 
the right to edit all manuscripts accord-
ing to its style and space requirements 
and to clarify content. Edited copy will 
be returned to the primary author for  
approval. 

Publication: Authors will be noti-
fied of a manuscript’s acceptance 
usually within 12 weeks of receipt, with 
publication in the next available issue. 
Authors may purchase re prints of their 
articles at the time of publication. All 
authors of published articles will receive 
5 complimentary copies (to be distrib-
uted to any co-authors) in appreciation 
of their work. 

Submission Procedure: Submit via 
e-mail one electronic copy (MS Word for-
mat only) to the email address below. Do 
not submit your manuscript as separate 
files (i.e., Title Page, Author Infor  mation, 
Abstract, etc.); combine all portions 
where able. Submission of hard copy is 
no longer required, but Pediatric Nursing 
defers to author preference. 

Copyright: Copyright on all pub-
lished articles will be held by Pediatric 
Nursing. Each author of a submitted 
manuscript signs a statement expressly 
transferring copyright in the event the 
paper is published. This form will be 
sent by the editorial coordinator when 
receipt of the manuscript is acknowl-
edged. Authorization to photocopy 
items for internal or personal use, class-
room use, or the internal or personal use 
of specific clients, is granted by Jannetti 
Publications, Inc., provided the appro-
priate fee is paid directly to Copyright 
Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, 
Danvers, MA 01923, USA; (978) 750-
8400. For those organizations that have 
been granted a photocopy license by 
CCC, a separate system of payment has 
been arranged. Special arrangements 
for permission are required from the 
publisher for any other purpose. 
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